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I  am not less than you

</
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and no, i’m not your 
equivalent

=/



05

I see the difference between you and me

and no, it’s not where you live

and i don’t

that you have a house

but me,
a home
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I see the difference between you and me

and no, it’s not where you live

and i don’t

it’s not that i will

and you won’t
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it’s that you live

but i grow



08

you refuse to give in

b u t  i  l e t  g o
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i am not less than you

</
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you think that you are 100%
i’m sorry but

you are the 1%
while we keep it one hunna

%
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rich like whole milk

you skim the fat off of this city
and keep it to yourselves

rich like whole milk

    skim the fat

rich like whole milk

    skim the fat

yet you say we are thick as thieves

below the poverty line

but our diets are not optional

thick as thieves



12

yet you say we are thick as thieves

below the poverty line

but our diets are not optional

thick as thieves
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we do not sit back on food stamps

or shir
k w

or
k
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we are not less than you

or
 d

od
ge

 r
en
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just because we make less than you
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<
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sometimes

we have less than you

because you take 				  
							        more than 
what is due $
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$$$
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and those that you take everything from

are 
cast 
out

and you sneer at us

like litter on the ground
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discarded

disregarded

displaced

dissed
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the dissonance  b e t w e e n  us

is deafening
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but those differences

do not have to define us
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the divide is class

the divide is race

the divide is mass

the divide is bas- -ic

the black the white the 
grey

it’s

the way that you disgrace

us
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they say you will 
replace us

with concrete

and steel bars

and big checks

and sports cars

      concrete

     steel bars
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you think we are not worth much

but our worth is in the stars
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we are not less than you

together, we outweigh 
you
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the heaviness of our hands

the bandwidth of our smarts

our stealth in the dark

will dismay you
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we do not wish to obey you

and it is not that we wish to slay you

but that we just want a place to come home to
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an altar to bow our heads and pray to
a bed, a pillow to lay our heads to
and memories to break our bread to

we only want that which is due
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and if you will not relinquish that which is 
ours

if you wish to bar us from where we live 
within our hearts
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then it is time for the rest of us 
to all play our parts

and prove to you that our parts 
are not less than your parts
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because
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“WE ARE NOT
LESS THAN YOU”

</
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PERHAPS YOU WOULD LISTEN TO

SOMEONE WHO IS EQUAL TO YOU

=
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IN WEALTH OR IN STANCE

WHO MAKES THREATENING DEMANDS
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BUT WE CAN’T HELP HOW HARD IT IS

FOR YOU TO SEE OUR HANDS

WHEN YOU STAND SO HIGH ABOVE OUR HEADS

AS WE’RE PEERING ACROSS OUR LANDS
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BUT WE CAN’T HELP HOW HARD IT IS

FOR YOU TO SEE OUR HANDS

WHEN YOU STAND SO HIGH ABOVE OUR HEADS

AS WE’RE PEERING ACROSS OUR LANDS
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OUR ROOTS DEEP

YET YOU STILL EXPAND

OUR THROATS THICK WITH QUICKSAND

OR AT LEAST THEY MUST BE FOR HOW ELSE WOULD YOU NOT HEAR OUR PLEAS

OUR THROATS THICK WITH QUICKSANDOUR THROATS THICK WITH QUICKSANDOUR THROATS THICK WITH QUICKSAND
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OUR THROATS THICK WITH QUICKSAND

OR AT LEAST THEY MUST BE FOR HOW ELSE WOULD YOU NOT HEAR OUR PLEAS

OUR THROATS THICK WITH QUICKSANDOUR THROATS THICK WITH QUICKSANDOUR THROATS THICK WITH QUICKSAND
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YOU SEE US AS THE ENEMY
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BUT THIS HOME BELONGED TO ME
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THESE PEOPLE, WITH NOWHERE ELSE TO GO

SOME YOUNG AND OLD

SOME WHOSE SOULS

ARE OLDER THAN THE HOUSES THEY LIVED IN

FAMILIES WITH GENERATIONS

SPANNING LONGER THAN ANY APPLE© TOY

OUR ROOTS DEEP

YET YOU IGNORE

AND TRY TO TELL US THAT THIS IS NOT OUR HOME

ANYMORE

I  CAN’T TAKE THIS ANYMORE!
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AND TRY TO TELL US THAT THIS IS NOT OUR HOME

ANYMORE

I  CAN’T TAKE THIS ANYMORE!
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AND SO I WILL STEAL BACK FROM THE RICH

AND GIVE BACK TO THE POOR

$ ¢
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NO MORE THAN WHAT WE’VE BEEN FIGHTING FOR

BECAUSE WE HAVE NEVER ASKED FOR MORE

WE DO NOT FEEL FOR CORPORATE GREED

JUST AS YOU DO NOT FEEL FOR ANYTHING MORE

WE DO NOT DESIRE ANYTHING

THAT WE COULD NOT PURCHASE FROM THE STORE¢
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FOR WE ARE 
WHOLE

NOT LESS THAN
NO MORE.

±




